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We stand with partners across the sexual violence sector in raising concerns about self-swab 
‘rape kits’.  We are par�cularly concerned with how organisa�ons are targe�ng their 
promo�on towards students. Manchester Metropolitan University, The University of 
Manchester and the University of Salford, as providers of Sexual Violence Liaison Officer 
support to students across the city, want to promote choice and ensure that students are fully 
informed on their op�ons. We understand why, following an incident of sexual violence, 
students may seek alterna�ve op�ons, and we remain commited to ensuring that students, 
staff and the wider community have access to clear, accurate and evidence-based informa�on 
and support. 

Drawing on from knowledge shared within the sector, we do not feel that self-swab kits are a 
replacement for specialist support, whether that be from a university service, external charity, 
or local NHS Sexual Assault Referral Centre (SARC), who can safely collect forensic evidence. 
Manchester Metropolitan University, The University of Manchester and the University of 
Salford do not endorse these kits, and we have no partnership or affiliation with the 
companies behind them.    

Specialist organisa�ons across the UK who provide support to vic�ms of sexual violence have 
raised their concerns about these kits.  The Faculty of Forensic & Legal Medicine at the Royal 
College of Physicians have recommended that these kits are not used, which was supported 
by Rape Crisis England and Wales, and more recently, the Na�onal Police Chiefs Council / 
Na�onal Centre for tackling Violence Against Women and Girls and Public Protec�on issued a 
clear statement regarding these kits. 

Universi�es aim to create safe and suppor�ve environments where students' wellbeing is our 
main priority.  University students can work with specialist staff, who are trained to provide 
support and informa�on following rape or sexual assault. Your university has a dedicated team 
that you can contact via an online disclosure pla�orm called Report and Support, empowering 
you to make your own choices, when you’re ready and ensuring you have access to specialist 
help (Report and Support Manchester; Report and Support MMU;  Report-it University of 
Salford). This may include signpos�ng to the local SARC, which does not require you to make 
a Police report to access their services.  

https://www.wearesurvivors.org.uk/blog/self-swab-rape-kits/
https://fflm.ac.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/Joint-Position-statement-on-forensic-self-swab-services-after-sexual-assault-or-rape-with-FAQ-10-09-2024-v3.pdf
https://rapecrisis.org.uk/news/rcew-comments-on-the-fflms-response-to-self-swab-rape-kits/
https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/statement-on-use-of-self-swabbing-after-rape-and-serious-sexual-assault
https://www.reportandsupport.manchester.ac.uk/
https://reportandsupport.mmu.ac.uk/
https://report-it.salford.ac.uk/
https://report-it.salford.ac.uk/


We offer support to all survivors, regardless of gender, sexuality, or background. We can also 
offer support to those who are suppor�ng a survivor.  Whether an incident happened recently 
or some �me ago, help is available and you do not have to face it alone. 

*The Gender Based Violence Action Network for Students is an action group of Greater 
Manchester Universities, Students’ Unions and student groups, and statutory and voluntary 
organisations.  GBVANS members endorse this statement of concern: 
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Gender Based Violence Action Network (GBVAN) 

In 2021, the University of Manchester established the Gender Based Violence Action Network 
(GBVAN) for Students in partnership with the other Manchester Universities, Students’ Unions, 
Greater Manchester Police, Local Authority and Local Services.  

The network is committed to providing an effective partnership response to sexual violence 
and harassment for Manchester’s significant student population. 

The network aims to; 

1. Improve our understanding of trends and patterns in sexual violence against 
students; 

2. Increase students’ confidence, trust, and awareness in reporting incidents to both 
GMP and the University; 

3. Facilitate holistic multi-agency support for student victim/survivors of sexual violence 

4. Share relevant campaigns and communications across partners to raise awareness of 
these issues amongst students; 

5. Identify and share good practice in Manchester, nationally and internationally. 

6. To highlight issues of sexual violence against students to wider bodies such as local 
and national government 

The network recognises and understands the importance of these issues within different 
student communities. The individual universities in partnership with Students’ Unions will 
consult with relevant student groups for feedback on the work of the network and to set 
priorities and the direction of the group. Particularly important is the student/survivor voice 
and the network is committed to capturing and enhancing this. 

If you would like any more information about the network, please contact co-Chair of the 
Network, Spencer Davies, Head of Advice and Response (Safeguarding, Gender-Based 
Violence and Hate). Email:spencer.davies@manchester.ac.uk 

  

mailto:spencer.davies@manchester.ac.uk


Greater Manchester Sexual Harms Sector 

The following specialist services work across Greater Manchester in suppor�ng those 
directly affected by sexual abuse, rape, sexual exploita�on and sexual harms; and their loved 
ones: 

Women and Girls 

• Greater Manchester Rape Crisis support women and girls affected by rape and 
sexual abuse in Greater Manchester – 0161 273 4500 

• SARA support women and girls affected by rape and sexual abuse in Greater 
Manchester – 0161 968 2820 

• MASH support women who sex work to experience good health, safety and 
emo�onal wellbeing - 0800 183 0499 

• Manchester Women’s Aid (Renew Service) providing addi�onal support for women 
who have experienced sexual assault in Manchester - 0161 660 7999 

• LGBT Founda�on (ISVA Service) providing ISVA support for gay/bi/trans women who 
have experienced sexual assault in Manchester – 0345 3 30 30 30 

• Saint Marys Sexual Assault Referral Centre proving forensic medical examina�ons to 
all adults and children in Greater Manchester - 0161 276 6515  

Men and Boys 

• We Are Survivors support male vic�ms/survivors of sexual harms in Greater 
Manchester and beyond, including those in the Northwest Prison estate – 0161 236 
2182 

• LGBT Founda�on (ISVA Service) providing ISVA support for gay/bi/trans men who 
have experienced sexual assault in Manchester – 0345 3 30 30 30 

• Saint Marys Sexual Assault Referral Centre proving forensic medical examina�ons to 
all adults and children in Greater Manchester - 0161 276 6515  

 Loved Ones of Vic�ms/Survivors 

• Nigh�ngale @ We Are Survivors suppor�ng the loved ones (all genders) of male 
vic�ms/survivors of sexual harms in Greater Manchester – 0161 236 2182 

• Nigh�ngale @ The Pankhurst Centre suppor�ng the adult loved ones (all genders) of 
female vic�ms/survivors of sexual harms in Greater Manchester – 0161 660 7999 

• Greater Manchester Rape Crisis support the loved ones (all genders) of women 
affected by rape and sexual abuse in Greater Manchester – 0161 273 4500 


