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Introduction
Community First is a Government scheme which aims to bring members of communities together to identify strengths & local priorities and help the local neighbourhood become more resilient. It includes a £30m Neighbourhood Matched Fund available in certain local authority wards: 18 wards in Manchester to have access to a pot of money to release as small grants. Over the four years to 2015 just over £1million is available to the city.
All Community First applications MUST be match-funded, for every £1 of funding, another £1 must be matched from alternative non statutory sources. Alternatively in-kind contributions can be used to match or volunteer time can be used (at a rate of £11.09 per voluntary hour donated). The maximum award for any project is currently £2500.00
Your Gorton North wards Community First panel members are: -

John Hughes, local Councillor;

Marie Brinicombe, local resident;

Paula Goddard, local resident; and 

Alan Grafton, local resident
Your local panel has funded many projects so far including community events, art and cultural activities, park and environmental projects. All projects identified by local people and delivered locally by local people.
The Consultation
This consultation is designed to engage the local community to identify the local priorities for future funding of Community First applications. To help your understanding of this, please find below local information to allow you to better understand the existing priorities agreed through the local Ward Coordination forum which focuses on local services and service improvements for the Gorton North Ward.

These priorities have served the local Community First panel for the last two funding years and as part of a national agreement through Community Development Foundation (more information about CDF can be found at www.cdf.org.uk) consultation is now required before future applications can be considered and/ or approved.

Please review these priorities and feedback to the officer named below, your comments will allow the local panel to focus on local community priorities. 

N.B. The panel has asked the local regeneration team to support them in this consultation as their time and cooperation is provided on a voluntary basis, leaving limited capacity to accommodate additional activity. You are assured that your comments will be treated in the strictest confidence and only shared through the panel members and reported to CDF via the local Community First management agency Macc (more information about Macc can be found at www.macc.org.uk)

Consultation Officer (acting on behalf of the Gorton North Community First Panel)
Heath Cole, Regeneration Ward Officer

C/o 187 Grey Mare Lane, Beswick, Manchester, M11 3ND 

Tel: 0161 223 1155 - Dial 1 followed by ext 1155

Fax: 0161 274 0053, Mobile: 0793 110 1487

e-mail h.cole@manchester.gov.uk
Area Description 

Gorton is a mainly residential area that was previously home to many of the industries that made Manchester famous as the great ‘workshop of the world’. Despite the population decline in East Manchester over this period, Gorton North retains a number of strong communities. The 2011 census data illustrates the population is 16,440, reflecting a 6.2% rise. Gorton North has traditionally had lower levels of ethnic diversity than the Manchester average however the Ward is slowly becoming more diverse with demographic data illustrating 66.9% of the population as White, with 33.1% from BME groups. This compared with the Manchester average of 66.6% White and 33.4% from BME groups. 
Housing in Gorton North is a mixture of housing provider rented homes (31.6%), with a large number of properties in private ownership and occupier (38.5%) and significant number in the private rented sector (30%). Eastlands Homes, Adactus Housing and Arcon Housing are the 3 key housing providers in the Ward and proactively support tenants along with initiatives with partner agencies and Officers. 

Gorton has good road links into the City Centre via A57 and A635, and the M60 via these same roads. There are also 2 railway stations at Belle Vue and Gorton. Although there are a range of transport links to the Ward and public transport is being improved some communities feeling physically isolated. 

Gorton benefits from a number of good quality open spaces and parks including Debdale Park, Gorton Park, Vine Street Park and the Gorton Heritage Trail. All have benefited from investment in recent years, which has helped improve pathways and green areas, as well as providing new play equipment. Debdale Park and its reservoirs border the Fallowfield Loop, connecting Gorton to Chorlton and is one of the longest uninterrupted cycle routes in Manchester, now re-branded as the Green Corridor, 14 sections encircling Manchester.

There are four primary schools in the Ward (Abbey Hey, St Francis RC, St James CofE and St Peter’s RC) and one secondary school (St Peter’s High School) and a College (Wright Robinson Sports College). The opportunity exists for movement from primary to Further Education, which is a key benefit within the Ward. 

The Gorton North District Centre includes a successfully trading Market Hall with a range of food and non food goods available for local residents at affordable prices. There is also a 88,000 sq ft Tesco Extra store and petrol filling station with access from both Hyde Road and Garrett Way, complemented by over £2M investment of urban realm and traffic improvements. Along Hyde Road a range of retail shops are trading in a diverse range of goods and services, from takeaways to an Afro Caribbean Hair Salon. 
Belle Vue was home to major public and private facilities attracting a regional audience in the last century. Although the area has changed it has retained significant attractions such as a speedway and greyhound track, tenpin bowling alley, bingo hall and cinema multiplex. There are plans to further improve and grow the leisure provision in this part of the Ward.

Data suggests the health of residents in the Ward is poor (6.9% of residents having bad health compared with the Manchester Average of 5.4%), and this will be a priority for the Ward to ensure that improving health outcomes is a focus for all partners going forward.

Gorton North Priorities 2013-2015
1.
Economic and Employment

1.1
Work with partners to ensure that Gorton residents get maximum benefit from the employment and apprenticeship opportunities in Manchester

1.2
Support locally based training and skills providers to target those in greatest need to access opportunities for employment, including supporting local provision such as Manchester Adult Education Service at Gorton Library and focus on supporting young people through National Apprenticeships. 

1.3
As a result of Welfare Reform changes, where appropriate, sign post those residents who need support into local provision such as Community Legal Advice Services, Citizen’s Advice and Money Mentors, etc 

1.4
Encourage and support third sector organisations to establish and resource Work Clubs in the Ward, including the provision at Gorton Mount
1.5
Support and promote volunteering to individuals and the local community with local providers such as Get Experienced

2.
People and Communities

2.1
Continue to improve school attendance & attainment at all key stages
2.2
Establish Healthy & Well Being Forum with the support of a broad partnership engage local residents in programmes and initiatives such as the monthly health focus events held at Gorton Market

2.3
Improve communication with local residents about actions to reduce the perception of anti social behaviour and crime using the Gorton All Together and Gorton North Ward Coordination forums

2.4
Develop initiatives to support older and vulnerable residents through existing networks and using activities available at the community centre and hub sites such as Wright Robinson, and by making use of Gorton All Together social networks to promote activity

2.5
Continue to work with key partners, stakeholders and residents to develop and deliver community based activities and events to improve community cohesion

2.6
Support Single Regeneration Framework based Youth Partnerships to address issues affecting young people, plan provision and jointly make funding bids

2.7
Support and promote access to sport and leisure activities/ facilities such as Belle Vue and Debdale Park

3.
Neighbourhood and Places

3.1
Help improve the management of rented homes and neighbourhoods by working with Registered Social Landlords such as Eastlands Homes, Adactus and Arcon Housing and the Neighbourhood Delivery Team with particular focus on the Abbey Hey area
3.2
Ensure all parks within the Ward retain or work towards Green Flag standard with priority given to Vine Street Park to maintain its newly achieved status and Gorton Park to regain the Green Flag

3.3
Continue to maintain and improve local pathways, roads and open spaces to ensure they are useable and clean; addressing problems as they arise

3.4
Support new residential, commercial and community development in consultation with the local community 

3.5
Develop environmental projects that continue to protect and improve the local environment, support biodiversity, reduce CO2 emissions and improve recycling rates and reduce Council costs
3.6
Continue to improve the Abbey Hey area through the Abbey Hey Neighbourhood Action Plan

3.7
Working with key stakeholders develop and improve retail provision within the Ward

3.8 
Improve residents’ satisfaction and the perception of the Gorton North Ward through promotion of local Ward achievements using local networks including social networking media and the Council web page My Area
Further information
Gorton North My Area pages on the Council’s website
http://www.manchester.gov.uk/site/scripts/home_info.php?homepageID=591
Manchester Partnership website, including information on the Community Strategy and Local Area Agreements

http://www.manchesterpartnership.org.uk
Strategic Regeneration Frameworks

http://www.manchester.gov.uk/info/500106/east_manchester_regeneration/2414/new_east_manchester_strategic_regeneration_framework
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