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1 Summary
	NHS England wants to support the involvement of people with a learning disability who are given the least chance to have their say. This is so that: people:

· have their experiences listened to

· can be involved in improving healthcare

· can tell NHS England about the issues and challenges that make it harder for them to get the same quality of healthcare as everyone else

The Learning Disability Engagement Team is offering grant funding to voluntary and community groups to run projects that will help NHS England do this. 
The project we would like you to run is about giving people with a learning disability living in England, more chance to have their say about what matters to them.  There is £40,000 available in total. You can apply for up to £10,000 for your project.  

A good project will be one that:

· Is based on a specific topic of NHS England’s work

· Is run by a self-advocacy group (and has lots of connections with other self-advocacy groups)

· Uses methods than can be copied by other groups. 

Timeline:

Closing date for applications

12 noon Wednesday 17 February 2016

Shortlisting panel meeting

Thursday 18 February 2016

Award decision announced

Friday 19 February 2016

Programme commences

Monday 22 February 2016

Applications should be made on the application form on page 8. If you would like to apply for a grant in a different way, we are happy to accept applications in different formats. You must still answer our application questions. Please contact us to talk about this before you apply. 

You can send your application by email or by post. 

Email: LDEngage@nhs.net 

Post: Ogechi Ekpo

NHS England

7E58 Quarry House

LS2 7UE 

Any questions should be emailed to the Learning Disability Engagement Team at LDEngage@nhs.net. You could also phone us on 01138 249 686.


2 Background: What is NHS England?
The NHS started from the idea that good healthcare should be available to everyone. The NHS in England covers everything from health checks to treatment for long-term conditions (like cancer), emergency treatment and end-of-life care.  

NHS England manages the budget of the NHS. That means NHS England plans what money is to be spent where.  

The main aim of NHS England is to improve the health of people in England.  To do this we need great services to help people with their health. It is important that the public has chance to say what they think of health services. It is also important that the public has chance to say what services there should be in the future. 

People with a learning disability are part of the public - they have the same right as everyone else to have a say. This does not always happen as well as it should. NHS England’s Learning Disability Engagement Team helps people with a learning disability to have their say.

For more information about NHS England please visit the website:  http://www.england.nhs.uk. 
3 What is the grant for?
NHS England is giving grants of up to £10,000 each.  These grants are to support the involvement of people with a learning disability who are given the least chance to have their say. This is so that people: 

· have their experiences listened to

· can be involved in improving healthcare

· can tell NHS England about the issues and challenges that make it harder for them to get the same quality of healthcare as everyone else
What will NHS England will do with the finished projects?
· We want to learn and share different ways of involving people with a learning disability. We will share your case studies about how you have involved people. We will always give you credit for the work you have done.
· We want to learn from what people tell us about health services. The Learning Disability Engagement Team will listen to what you tell us and make sure the right people hear what you say – this might be policy makers (the people who say what work the NHS should do) or commissioners (the people who pay for services). The work these people do might be in local area or might be work done across the whole country.

· We may ask you to come to a meeting after you have finished your project. If so we will pay for your time and travel expenses. 
4 Grant rules
We will award grants to the applicants who can best describe how they will follow our rules. 
1. Your grant application must be easy to read.

Please make sure that your application is in plain English. Our judging panel will include people who have a learning disability. If our judging panel do not understand your application we will stop reading it. You do not have to do an easy read application.
2. The project should engage with people who have a learning disability and are from a group that is often less represented. 

Examples of groups who have a learning disability and are less represented are:

· People who have a severe or profound learning disability

· People who might need other ways to have their say if meetings are too difficult to take part in

· Children with a learning disability who are often not part of meetings that give people chance to have their say

· People who live away from bigger towns and cities

· People from Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic communities 

· Older people with a learning disability who might be less involved in local groups and meetings

Groups who apply for a grant can also suggest other people with a learning disability who they think have less chance to have their say.
3. The project must be about some existing work of NHS England. 

Some examples of work that we would like you to do are: 

· Something that relates to the accessible information standard. For example - How accessible is the information that your doctor/hospital gives you? What does good easy read look like? How does the NHS meet your communication needs?
· How your GP shares your information with others and with you? What information does the NHS have about you?
· The quality of your annual health check
· Your experience of care and treatment reviews 

· Around Building the Right Support – how can we bring care closer to home?

· How is your personal heath budget working for you?

· About cancer screening, dentists and eye doctors

· NHS Citizen – what do you think the NHS needs to change?

You could think of your own project idea. It must be around the work that NHS England does. If you are not sure about your idea, please phone or email us and we will be happy to talk to you.
4. The project should be co-produced with people who have a learning disability
The project should be run by a user-led organisation or have people with a learning disability involved in the running of the organisation. There should be involvement of people with a learning disability in the running of the project. 
5. The project must be value for money.

We know it might be more expensive to do the work for some groups. We will not just give the money to the group that will talk to the most people. 
6. The project must use appropriate methods to talk with people.
We want you to tell us how you will meet the challenge of talking to groups who usually have less chance to have their say.
7. The project could use methods that have been tried before or it could try a new way of giving people chance to have their say.
We would like to learn from you how best to talk with different groups of people. If your project is successful we would like to share the work you have done so that other groups in different areas can copy your method. We know that it might not be possible that your work can be copied. 
5 How to do the project
We are not telling you how to deliver your project. It is up to you to decide how the work will be done. We would like your project to:
1. Consult with people with a learning disability about work that NHS England is doing. Example of how this might be done are meetings or consulting with people online. You can tell us in your application why your chosen method is the best one for the people you are consulting with. We expect you to pay people the people you involve for their expenses (like travel and food).  
2. Be measurable so that we can see how your project has increased the voice of people with a learning disability. (We suggest you aim to target 20 people face to face and/or online).
3. Improve the communication between NHS England and people with a learning disability.  (Your priority will be different depending on the people you involve in your work).
4. Have a clear connection to NHS England’s work (see section 4 for examples)
5. Create a good practice case study that shows involvement of people with a learning disability.  
Timeline:

	Grant guidelines advertised
	Monday 18 January 2016

	Closing date for applications
	12 noon Wednesday 17 February 2016

	Shortlisting panel meeting
	Thursday 18 February 2016

	Award decision announced
	Friday 19 February 2016

	Programme commences
	Monday 22 February 2016


Duration of the grant award:  We would like the project to be short and valuable. The grant funding is until March 31st 2016. 
6 Making an application

We must receive your application by 12 noon on Wednesday 17 February 2016.

You can email your application to LDEngage@nhs.net  or you can post your application to:
Ogechi Ekpo

NHS England

7E58 Quarry House

S2 7UE 

If you have any questions,  please email LDEngage@nhs.net or call                 01138 249 686.  Applications should be made on the application form on page 8. If you would like to apply for a grant in a different way, we are happy to accept applications in different formats. You must still answer our application questions. Please contact us to talk about this before you apply. 

7 Application form
Part one: Contact details and eligibility

	Name of your group or organisation
	 

	Name of project leader
	 

	Telephone number
	 

	Email address
	 

	Postal Address
	 

	Post code 
	 

	Please list any partner organisations or groups that you will be working with to do your project
	· 


We can only give out grants to the voluntary and community sector. The voluntary and community sector are groups that do not work for profit and are not run by the government. Please confirm that we can give you a grant by putting a ‘yes’ or a tick in the box that best describes your group.
	A registered charity (please tell us your charity number)
	 

	A community organisation with annually audited accounts
	 

	A not for profit company
	 

	A ‘community interest’ company, a ‘co-operative’ or ‘industrial and provident society’
	 


Please tell us who can be your reference. A reference is someone who can tell to us the work that your group or organisation does. The reference should be from another grant awarding organisation you have worked with.
Reference 1

	Name
	 

	Job Title
	 

	Telephone number
	 

	Email Address
	 

	Postal Address
	 


Expenses policy and Safeguarding

	Do you have a safeguarding policy? Please send us it with your application. 
	 

	Do you have an expenses policy for staff and volunteers?
	 

	If you do not have an expenses policy you can use ours. Have you read and understood our expenses policy?
	


Part two: Please answer the following questions 

If you would like to apply for a grant in a different way, we are happy to accept applications in different formats. You must still answer our application questions. Please contact us to talk about this before you apply. 

1. Please tell us who your project is going to engage with. Who are you going to talk to and why?

2. Please tell us what topic your project will be on. What will you talk to groups about? Why have you chosen this topic?

3. Please tell us about your experience and understanding of doing similar projects successfully. Has any of this work been about people with a learning disability who have less chance to have their say?

4. Please tell us how much you applying for and how you will spend the money. What activities will you do? How much will they cost?  

5. Please tell us how people with a learning disability will be involved in doing the project work. Will people be doing the consultation, not just being consulted with?

Please make sure that your application is in plain English and easy to understand. Our judging panel will include people who have a learning disability. If our judging panel do not understand your application we will stop reading it. You do not have to do your application in easy read. 
If your grant application is successful, we might ask to see your audited accounts for the last three financial years.  

Engaging with people with a learning disability
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