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Children and Young People Who Currently Run Away
Introduction

Your support worker would like to ask you some questions to help Manchester City Council improve how they work with children and young people who run away from home or Care. The Council wants to hear from anyone who has experience of running away to understand how you feel and how we can improve the way you are treated. Some of the questions may be difficult so you can stop and come back to them if you wish. There are lots of places to get help in your booklet if you would like to speak to someone about the issues raised. You do not have to answer all the questions but it will help other young people if you do. Thank you.
Running Away: We would like to understand why you run away to make sure we provide the right support

1) What do you think are the issues that make children and young people run away? What has made you run away?
2) What do you do or where do you go when you runaway? 

Please tick if any of these apply
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Meeting friends on the street 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Go to friends home

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Go to other relatives homes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Sleep rough
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please write)

Early Intervention/Support for young people who runaway
3) Do you speak to anybody when you feel like running away?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

If yes, please tick any of the following if they apply
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Friends and family

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Support worker

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Police

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please write)


4) Do you know of anywhere to go to get help when you feel like running away?  

Have you used any of these services in the past?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Safe in the City

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Barnardos 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 National Runaways Helpline

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 42nd Street


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NSPCC Childline

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 8 til Late Mentoring Project

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Protect


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 City Centre Project
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Eclypse

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please write)


5) What help or support do you think would help you or you would like that would stop you from running away?
6) What do you feel stops children and young people from maybe speaking to someone professionally? (e.g. teacher, relative)
Listening to young people who runaway
7) If you have tried to talk to someone, did you feel that you were listened to? 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 who? (e.g. School, Friend, Aunt)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
 why do you think you were not listened to?

Safeguarding/Early Intervention (Please tick all that apply)
8) If you were to return home, why did you go home?

Did you go home for any of these reasons:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Taken home by police
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Bored

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Parents found me
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please write)

9) In your experience do you think children and young people are made to return to situations that you feel are unsafe or that don’t meet your needs. Please state why?
Safe and Well Checks/Return Interviews ( worker to explain what these are)
10) When you return from running away do you share with anyone the real reasons why you run away and anything that happens to you while you were away?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes


Who? (i.e. friends, key worker, parents) 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
Why not? 


11)  If a young person runs away someone needs to come and see if they are OK. Who would you like to come and see if you are OK when you go home?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Worker from Safe in the City

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Children’s Right Officer
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Worker from Protect 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Teacher
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Key worker

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Carer
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (please write)


How services can be improved for young people who runaway
12) When a child or young person runs away, do you think it is a good idea to have somewhere safe to go if they need to? i.e. safe house staffed by professionals just for young people who run away.


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
Where? 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 
Why?

13) Do you have any other comments about your experiences of running away that you would like to share?



	I am:                                              Male
	
	                                             Female
	

	Age
	13-14
	
	15-16
	
	17-18
	
	19-20
	
	21-22
	
	22-23
	
	24-25
	

	Which ward do you live in?
	

	What is your ethnic background?

	Asian or Asian British
	Dual Heritage
	
	Roma and Travellers
	

	Indian
	
	Black Caribbean and white
	
	Roma
	

	Pakistani
	
	Black African and White
	
	Irish Traveller
	

	Bangladeshi
	
	Asian and White
	
	New Age traveller
	

	Other Asian Background
	
	Other dual heritage
	
	Other Traveller
	

	Black or Black British
	White
	
	Arab or middle Eastern descent
	

	Caribbean
	
	White British
	
	Arab
	

	African
	
	White Irish
	
	Kurdish
	

	Other Black background
	
	Other White Background
	
	Iraqi
	

	Other Ethnic Group
	North African
	

	Chinese
	
	Other
	
	
	

	What is your sexual orientation?

	Heterosexual / Straight
	
	Gay woman / lesbian
	
	Prefer not to say
	

	Bisexual
	
	Gay man
	
	Other
	

	Do you consider yourself disabled? No
	
	 Yes
	
	(if yes tick all that apply)

	Learning difficulty / disability
	
	Long-term or life-limiting illness
	
	Sensory
	

	Multiple disabilities
	
	Mental health issues
	
	Physical
	

	Prefer not to say
	
	
	
	
	

	Do you feel you belong to any of these groups?

	Refugee / Asylum seeker 
	
	Not in Education, Training or Employment(NEET)
	
	At home with parents or carer 
	

	Young carer
	
	In or leaving care
	
	Homeless
	


Thank you for completing this Questionnaire. Your answers are important to us. We will use what you say to make our services better. We will also let you know how we will do this. If you would like to talk to someone about running away you can contact The Children’s Society on 0800 389 9344 or 0161 868 0382.





We would appreciate if you could kindly return this questionnaire and the equlity monitoring form below to Ian Belnavis by the 1st March 2013 (Friday) via email or post. 





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:i.belnavis@manchester.gov.uk" ��i.belnavis@manchester.gov.uk�





Address: Ian Belnavis


Commissioning and Quality Assurance Officer


Manchester City Council


Children's Services


Level 3, Number One First Street


Manchester


M15 4FN
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