PREVENT AWARENESS COMMUNITY EDUCATION (PACE) 
PROJECT BRIEF INFO
Project Objective

The key objective of this project is to offer meaningful engagement of the key groups, mainly women and young people, with a view to educate them about the possible signs to look out for and offer advice as to what actions to take to prevent people from being involved in any activity that may result in them being exposed to the risks of radicalisation and extremism. 

One of the core objectives and a fundamental part of the Home Office Prevent Strategy is to ‘challenge the ideology and disrupting the ability of terrorists to promote it’. The Prevent Strategy outlines that previous efforts have ‘failed to recognise the way in which terrorist ideology makes use of ideas’ and that ‘it has not effectively engaged with and used the influence and reach of communities and community groups’ and thus, outlines the importance of wider engagement with the community as well as faith and education sector.

Since the key to preventing any risk of radicalisation is to educate the community and to make people aware of the risks involved and how to tackle and prevent them, the PACE project will use existing projects run by Awaaz and CDM UK, which engages women and young people and offers them range of different workshops and training activities using textiles and media skills as tools, and offer them additional targeted programmes through practical approach to engage people and offer them tangible support and advice to help implement an effective Prevent programme. 
These workshops will be different in that instead of someone simply giving lectures around the relevant topics, there will be hands on involvement of the participants, using the practical media and textiles skills as a tool, to provide more practical approach to radicalisation and extremism issues with a view to get more active engagement and participation from people that is likely to have greater impact of these topics in their mind.

The workshops will focus on helping people to identify the signs of radicalisation and key pitfalls through group activities so that they are aware as to what to look out for and be more aware of what to do when they do identify any member of their family or loved ones or anyone they know being at risk of radicalisation or extremism without being alienated. Ensuring these issues are dealt with at local, community or even family level is much more effective to reduce these risks as has been outlined in the Home Office Prevent Strategy.
PROBLEMS /ISSUES BEING ADDRESSED

The Prevent Strategy outlines that one of the most effective way to tackle the Prevent agenda is to engage with the community and faith groups. It is well known that one of the effective ways to influence men is to approach through the women in their lives, mainly wives and mothers. However, there seems to have been a lack of such meaningful engagement.

Awaaz Manchester and CDM UK mainly works with women and young people and have significant links and partnership with a wide ranging community and faith groups as well as education sector within the geographic areas they work with. They also have good links and partnerships with the statutory organisations as well. These links includes mosques, churches, schools, community groups, voluntary organisations, charities, police, local authorities, NHS, Job Centres, Sure Start, GMPCC, local women’s groups and young people’s group. 

Awaaz Manchester and CDM UK will utilise existing links, partnerships and contacts and where necessary, widen this to include other relevant groups, with a view to establish a broad based partnership approach to engage the key target groups at risk of exposure to radicalisation and extremism. 

OUTCOMES
The project will deliver a series of workshops, facilitated in partnership with the local authority and an experienced multi-lingual workshop facilitator with in-depth knowledge and understanding of the issues linked to radicalisation and extremism and how to deal with it and has the ability to deliver it in a culture and language sensitive manner. 
These workshops will take place at different community venues. The participants will be mainly young people and women, the keys groups outlined in the Home Office funding criteria, though men will also be involved. Also, the workshops will offer practical tools to identify and raise alarm, thereby prevent any potential risks to radicalisation and extremism through established relationship with the target group, offering confidential advice and support. 

One of the key outcome of the project will be to work with the participants to develop them as potential ‘Community Ambassador/Champion’ in order to break down barriers and facilitate wider discussion and debate within the local communities around the practical implementation of the Prevent programme and why it is vital for the target communities to engage and work with the Prevent programme for the benefit of not only their own communities but also the wider British society. 
In addition, these ‘Champions/Ambassadors’ will be offered additional support to enable them to be the voice of the Prevent Programme within the community. This will make the programme more acceptable within these communities who traditionally felt alienated and did not engage with the Prevent programme.

In the past, Awaaz Manchester has used ‘Community Learning Champions and ‘Apprenticeship Ambassadors’ to promote wider engagement into the learning programmes and work placements. This approach has been very effective in breaking down barriers and widening participation. As such, the project will trial the ‘Champion/Ambassador’ approach for the Prevent programme as a ‘Pilot’ to see how this works. If it proves to be effective, the project will then look at ways to widen this, perhaps with further funding support.

TARGET AUDIENCE

As outlined earlier, the project will target mainly women and young people in the targeted geographic areas (Ardwick, Longsight, Levenshulme – areas where CDM UK is more active and Cheetham Hill – the area where Awaaz Manchester is more active), utilising their links and partnership with the local community and faith groups as well as schools and engage people in the project through the assistance and support of these groups and organisations. The project will also use existing Awaaz Manchester and CDM UK projects and offer the Prevent Workshops to the existing learners in those projects using the media and textile skills programme and incorporate an innovative but practical way to engage these people to make them aware of the potential risks and pitfalls of radicalisation, what to look for and what to do in such circumstances.
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