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Spirit of Manchester Fund 2025 

80th Anniversary of the Pan-African Congress  

£1000 Mini-grants Programme Guidance 

Macc is the voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) sector support organisation 
for the city of Manchester. The Spirit of Manchester is our annual celebration of the work 
of thousands of voluntary organisations, community groups, charities and social 
enterprises in the city.  

It includes the Spirit of Manchester Fund, which is our yearly fundraising drive from which 
we give out all donated money via a small grants programme like this one.  

To celebrate the 80th anniversary of the fifth Pan-African Congress, which took place in 
Manchester in October 1945, we have two £1000 mini-grants available to small African 
and Caribbean-led voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) organisations in the 
city of Manchester. 

This funding is available to support the ongoing work of your organisation, including those 
who might be affected by the current financial climate. The funding does not need to be 
tied to a new project (though new initiatives are welcome); it can be used in whatever way 
will be most beneficial to your organisation. 

There is a two-stage process: 

1) An open call to small African and / or Caribbean led VCSE organisations in Manchester 
to express interest in the funding and the opportunity to be one of six shortlisted 
organisations  

2) Shortlisted organisations are invited to make a five-minute presentation at Macc’s 
Annual General Meeting (AGM) on 25 November. 

After the six organisations have made their presentations, AGM attendees will then vote 
on which two organisations will receive £1000. The four runners-up will each get £250. 

A panel of VCSE sector representatives will review all eligible expressions of interest and 
shortlist six organisations to come and make their presentation. We will inform you about 
whether your expression of interest has been successful by 6 November. 

There will be no funding monitoring or reporting requirements for grant holders. Our only 
condition is that within six-weeks of Macc paying the funding, you provide us with a Spirit 
Story we can use to highlight the fund, your work and the work of the wider VCSE sector. 

The expression of interest form can be found on our website. 

The deadline for completed expressions of interest to be submitted is 12 noon (midday) 
on Thursday 23 October 2025. 
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Who can apply? 

To be eligible, organisations must: 

 be a Manchester-based VCSE 
organisation, operating wholly 
within and for the benefit of the 
city  

 have an average annual income no 
greater than £50,000 

 have at least 50% of your board, 
management committee or senior 

leadership represent African 
and/or Caribbean community that 
you serve through their personal 
(lived) or professional (learned) 
experience 

 submit a completed expression of 
interest form by 12 noon (midday) 
on Thursday 23 October 2025 

What we cannot fund  

We cannot fund any organisation that does not intend to use the funding for activities 
taking place in Manchester. Funding is not available to further political or religious aims. 

What support is available to applicants? 

Macc’s capacity building team can provide free support for applicants through their usual 
referral process. Groups can call 0333 321 3021 between 10am and 4pm Monday to 
Friday or contact info@mcrcommunitycentral.org to request support and the team will 
manage requests subject to their capacity. 

For general queries, please email grants@macc.org.uk 

How and when to apply 

Please read in full this guidance and the application form to ensure your proposal meets 
the criteria.  

Completed expressions of interest should be emailed to grants@macc.org.uk  

The fund will close to submissions at 12 noon (midday) on Wednesday 23 October 2025.  

If you have not received an email acknowledging receipt within two working days of 
submission please contact 0161 834 9823 and ask for Oliver Cranfield. 

How will Macc assess expressions of interest and when will we notify the 
outcome? 

A panel of VCSE sector representatives will review all eligible expressions of interest and 
shortlist six organisations to come and present on 25 November.  

We will inform you about whether your expression of interest has been successful by 6 
November. 

Presenting 
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At the event, shortlisted organisations will each have five minutes to talk about what they 
do.  

Format: 

 Each organisation has 5 minutes to outline their organisation. 

 To help guide you, you may wish to cover the following points: 

o Tell us what you do 

o How this funding will make a difference 

o Which neighbourhood(s) are you based in? 

o Who are your beneficiaries 

o How many people will benefit from this grant? (Estimates are fine.) 

In order to support you please feel free to present in any way you like. Whether it be a 
presentation, dialogue, video or you want to nominate someone else to read your script.  

Support to prepare your presentation is available, just contact 
info@mcrcommunitycentral.org  

Attendees will then vote on which two organisations shall receive the £1000 funding 
award. We will give runners-up a £250 donation to their organisation. 

Due diligence checks 

If you are successful in applying for one of the grants, before the funding is paid you will 
need to assist us in carrying out due diligence checks. We may ask you to provide copies 
of the following information about your group: 

 governing document (e.g. 
constitution, etc.) 

 most recent signed annual 
accounts (or a Treasurer-signed 
income and expenditure 
statement for the last twelve-
months if annual accounts are not 
available) 

 a recent bank statement (it must 
cover at least a one-month period 
and include dates after 1 
September 2025) 

 either a financial management 
policy or the home addresses of 
two trustees 

The information requested above is required as part of our standard due diligence checks 
to ensure funding recipients are currently active in Manchester and financially solvent. 
Macc is obliged to collect this and other information in its role as administrator of 
charitable funding.  

In strict accordance with The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Data 
Protection Act 2018, all personal and financial information will be stored confidentially. 
Macc’s Information Commissioner’s Office reference is Z9595019 and we are re-

mailto:info@mcrcommunitycentral.org
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registered annually on 10 September. Upon request, Macc can provide our data 
protection and information security policies and if more detailed information is required, 
please let us know. 

Please note: If your project involves working with children or vulnerable adults, you will 
need to provide a copy of your safeguarding policy. 

If successful, when will we receive the grant? 

On receipt of an offer letter from Macc during November 2025, organisations will need to 
complete and return an ‘Acceptance of Grant” form together with the due diligence 
information requested (see previous section). Subject to you providing the requested 
information quickly, we aim to transfer approved funding within a few days. 

How long will we have to spend the grant? 

There is no deadline for you to spend your funding and no reporting requirements. 
However… 

Providing a Spirit Story 

Our only condition is that within six-weeks of receiving our funding, successful 
organisations provide us with at least one story we can use to highlight the fund, your 
work and the work of the VCSE sector.  

Length: the story should be 300 words maximum or a two-minute film / audio piece 

Title: you could use an alliteration, pick out the main point of the story or use a quote 

Summary/first sentence: xxx Story: xxx  

Images: Please send two or three images for us to use with the story, whether it is a 
written article or a video/audio. This helps the story to be noticed more. 

How we will use your stories: These stories will be used on the Manchester Community 
Central website, and shared on social media and in our publicity for the Spirit of 
Manchester Fund and Spirit programme. This could include during the Spirit of 
Manchester Story weeks twice a year and the lead-up to the Spirit of Manchester 
Awards. They may be edited slightly (cut down) to fit the particular use. 


