About the Q-Step Initiative

 
· Q-Step is the £19.5m 5 year step change programme to get more social science students trained in data analysis, with a focus on quantitative data and skills

· Last year we (UoMcr) placed 19 students in organisations in London and Manchester – this was a great success. Think-tanks, polling companies, research groups, consultancies, city councils. They delivered briefing papers, pamphlet to MPs, blog posts, academic papers as well as all delivering a poster at the end of their project. 

· Next year we will place up to 46 students in more organisations - the following year we will also place some in IMF/World Bank/OECD.

· The aim of the placements is to give students 6-8 weeks in the summer of their second year undergraduate course an opportunity to work with real world, data driven social research

· Our students need to be on eligible degree programmes (politics, sociology, criminology, linguistics, philosophy and social anthropology) and studying eligible course units. They will all have undertaken some data analysis courses.

 

I’m in the process of setting up our summer 2015 placements and would like to talk about how we might work together.

 

The placement costs are covered, and administered, by us.  We pay the students living wage – a month in arrears. If the organisation wishes to cover any additional costs this is fine (training, travel etc.). The host organisation would work to define an outline project (or projects) we could advertise (see examples here http://www.humanities.manchester.ac.uk/q-step/summer-placements/placements-2014/). Students apply through our careers service. They are shortlisted and interviewed and we expect the organisation to be part of the interview process. They are then supported by an academic mentor though the period of the placement – sometime between July-Sept. I oversee this and monitor and evaluate the process throughout and after the placement.

 

I’m very happy for you to share my details with those you think may be interested in being involved. 
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