[image: image1.jpg]oluntary D

wOuth




Volunteer Steering Group ‘The Big I Am’
Introduction

The Big I Am is a brand new Manchester Youth Magazine project that will be online, in print and have a dedicated vimeo/youtube channel. The printed magazine will come out quarterly (every 3 months)
This is a youth-led magazine whereby young people edit and shape the magazine as well as providing the content, and we are looking for 12 people, aged 16-25 years old to be part of our steering group. 
This is a volunteer role and we are asking that each volunteer dedicates 8 hours per month to the magazine project, this doesn’t all have to be contact time, much of the work may be done from your computer at home/youth centre, but at least 3 hours a month would be in meetings or training.

In return for your valued contribution, we have a fantastic training package organised for you where you will be trained to industry standard in all elements of creating a magazine online and in print, covering design, journalism and filmmaking. 

We are committed to offering you an enjoyable, creative and supported learning experience and we will provide the guidance and management needed for you to fulfil this role. 
You will work as a team to help set up and develop the creation of The Big I Am in all its forms and each member of the steering group will have a dedicated role, for example you may be in charge of the listings section whereby you research events going on, in and around, Manchester, or you may be the social media lead and be responsible for updating facebook and twitter. We are looking for a really diverse team, full of people with different skills and enthusiasms.
We are looking for people with skills and interests in Art, Design, photography, graffiti, comic art, publishing, music, sport: from traditional to extreme, journalism, youth work, creative writing, social media, blogging, film, editing, social issues, culture, animals, nature and the environment, food, cooking, fashion, games old or new, gadgets, apps and even sales!
Role description:

Post: Volunteer steering group member

Accountable to: Jo Lane (Youth participation worker)

Location: Main VYM office, Swan buildings, 20 Swan street (often work remotely)

Volunteers will work with the participation worker to:

Assist and support in the creation and editing of ‘The Big I Am’ to become a unique and collectable magazine online and in print, by being an active member of the magazine’s steering group

Within this you will be required to:
· Attend monthly training or meetings
· Support with creating content for the magazine, online and in print
· Make decisions that edit, shape and design the magazine as a team

· Co-ordinate with other members of the team about the content for the magazine 

· Help decide on the policies and practices of the magazine 

· Have a commitment to undergo training provided for you

· Keep a record of any expenses accrued

· Maintain confidentiality in all written and verbal communication 

Some people may also be required to:

· Keep the website, blog and social media up to date

· Gain interest in the magazine through promotions and advertising

	Personal qualities - Essential
	Personal qualities - desirable

	· Self-motivated and willing to occasionally work from home or youth centre base

· Good time keeping

· Outspoken but with good listening skills

· A non-judgemental approach and the ability to work with all kinds of people

· A patient and friendly nature

· Consistent and dependable

· Creative ideas

· Ability to work as a team and communicate effectively, via email and face to face

· Desire to learn and have energy and enthusiasm for the project
	· Writing and computer skills

· Experience of Design programmes

· Journalism skills

· Filmmaking skills/experience

· Experience of Blogging and knowledge of social media and its potential for engaging with young people




Application procedure

Please return the application form and the equality & diversity monitoring form by email to: jo@vymnetwork.org.uk titled ‘The Big I Am’ VOLUNTEER
We want this opportunity to be accessible to everyone so we will pay all public transport costs as well as childcare and disability escort costs for people who require this. All volunteers would need to have access to a computer and internet either at home or at a youth centre or other community base.

Deadline for applications: Friday December 13th 5pm

Proposed start date: Around 15th January

If we like your application, as part of the informal selection process you will be invited to a group introduction session, for us to find out more about you and for you to find out more about the project.
This informal introduction session will be arranged in January
