
 

 

 

 

Greater Manchester Older People’s Network Newsletter  

              June 2019 
Positive Ageing Imagery Project 
 
We are really excited to be launching our new 
Positive Ageing Imagery Project. The project will 
be looking at why stereotypical images of wrinkly 
hands that reinforce negativity around ageing are 
used in the media to represent older people. We 
want to replace these images with more positive 
ones that celebrate older people and ageing. 
Helen Morris, who will be volunteering with the 
Greater Manchester Older People’s Network over 
the coming months, will be facilitating this project 
and is looking for older people who are interested in getting involved.  
 
If you would like to get involved in this project then you can do so by: 
 Joining our focus group 

 Becoming an online image reviewer 

To get involved contact Liz or Victoria on 0161 834 9823 or email GMOPN@macc.org.uk 

“Championing Older People’s Voices in Greater Manchester” network event 

Over 40 members of the Greater Manchester Older 

People's Network came together to discuss what good 

participation looks like at our most recent event. We 

had some great presentations by Jan Kitching, Helen 

Morris, Warren Heppolette (Greater Manchester 

Health and Social Care Partnership) and Helen 

Simpson (Greater Manchester Health and Social Care 

Partnership).  We will bring together the findings from 

the workshop held on the day, who those from the 

event we held in Leigh on the 9th of June, and create 

a guide to participation with older people. 

 A copy of this guide will be available to all of our members as soon as it has been 

published.    

 



 

 

 

 
Join our Action Group 
 
We are still looking for some new members 
to join our Action Group. The Action Group 
meets every 6 weeks to discuss ideas 
relating to older people in Greater 
Manchester and plan all aspects of the 
work of the network. If you are over 50 and 
from Oldham or Tameside and would like 
to join then we would love to hear from 
you.  

For more information about the Action Group or to get involved, contact Liz or Victoria 
on 0161 834 9823 or GMOPN@macc.org.uk 
 

Our Members’ Journey 

From now on, our Action Group members will be writing about their involvement with the 
GMOPN and talking about what they get up to. This month we have two short posts to 
share with you: One post from Elaine Unegbu about the NAVCA awards, and one from 
Judie Collins about the GMOPN's recent event in Leigh. 

Elaine Unegbu: The GMOPN was shortlisted for an award in the category of 
Campaigning and Advocacy. On March 19th 2019, I accompanied staff from Macc to 
London. The journey to London was exciting and full of anticipation. The GMOPN had 
some influence in shaping the campaigning and advocacy agenda. It was thrilling and a 
fantastic surprise to receive the award.  

Judie Collins: What did we know about Leigh before our event? Andy Burnham used to be 

the MP, it's part of Wigan and the largest town in England without a railway station but it 

does have a guided busway. We had to explain we did have many men involved in the 

network so we weren't really representative. My presentation was about the three action 

groups which we'd decided were the most pressing topics- housing, health and transport. 

There was lots of time to talk to everyone in Leigh who came and we ended up with the 

wonderful Sheila on our Action Group and lots of new members. It has inspired us to 

venture into Greater Manchester again at the earliest opportunity. Amazing gateau at 

lunch incidentally. 

 

 



 

 

 

                  

 

Ambition for Ageing news and events  

AfA Seminar: People make places, do places make people?  

Wednesday 19 June, 14:00 – 15:30 

St Thomas Centre, Ardwick Green North, Manchester, M12 6FZ 

Presented by Sheila Peace, Emeritus Professor of Social Gerontology, The Open 

University, this seminar will consider how we use public spaces in our communities, 

neighbourhoods and wider towns and cities, and if ageing changes our experiences of 

using public spaces. 

If you would like to book a place at this seminar, please contact Liz or Victoria on 0161 

834 9823 who will be able to book you a place online.   

 

Participation opportunities and events  

We’re looking for stories about how Greater Manchester has changed. Do you have 
some to tell? - Workshop opportunity  
 
Tuesday 18 June 2019, 2:00pm – 4:00pm 
 
Macc, 3rd floor Swan Buildings, 20 Swan Street, Manchester, M4 5JW 
 
Hello. We’re Economy, a charity that wants to change the way we talk about the things 
that matter. Things like our homes, our communities, our jobs, our NHS, our place in the 
world… our economy, in other words. At the moment, too many of us think of the 
economy as something abstract, complicated and unrelated to everyday life. We want it 
to be seen for what it is: a collection of stories about all of our lives. We’re coming to 
Macc on Tuesday 18 June 2019 to run a free workshop for the GMOPN and hear your 
stories about life in Greater Manchester. As a group, we’ll discuss how economics is 
relevant to our lives in a way that’s interactive, easy to understand and jargon-free. And 
we’ll also chat about your personal experience of Greater Manchester’s economy and 
how you’d like it to change. Some of these thoughts will end up in our upcoming 
magazine, which is going to be distributed inside the Manchester Evening News this 
July. Drinks and snacks will be provided. 
 
To book a place please contact Liz or Victoria on 0161 834 9823 or email 
GMOPN@macc.org.uk  To find out more information you can email 
beth.leslie@ecnmy.org who will be running the workshop.
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Facilitation training 

Tuesday 2 July 2019  

10:30am-3:00pm 

Macc, 3rd floor Swan Buildings, 20 Swan Street, M4 5JW 

We want our members to be able to lead all our activities as much as possible. We are 
working towards our members facilitating the discussions we have at our events rather than 
staff. In order to make sure people have the skills and confidence to do this, we will be 
running some facilitation training. Lunch is included and travel expenses can be paid.  

To book a place please contact Liz or Victoria on 0161 834 9823 or email 
GMOPN@macc.org.uk 

 

LGBT Foundation: Older people wanted for advisory board 

 
The LGBT Foundation is looking for lesbian, gay, bisexual and trans (LGBT) people who are 
50+ and living in Greater Manchester to be part of an Advisory Group for their new Pride in 
Ageing project. The programme will work to ensure the needs of LGBT people who are over 
50 are recognised and met by services in Greater Manchester, with a particular focus on 
social care and housing. The Advisory Group will meet a few times a year to ensure that 
views from communities feed directly into project direction and delivery. The group will 
meet for the first time in June.  

If you would like to get involved please contact Victoria on 0161 834 9823 or email 
GMOPN@macc.org.uk 

 

Manchester Cares: Lunch and Learn computer support for people aged 65 and 
above 

Monday 24 June, 1pm-2:30pm 

1 Scott Place, 2 Hardman Street, Manchester, M3 3AA 

Want to improve your confidence with your phone or laptop? Or want to start from the 
beginning in learning how to use one? Well come along for some one-to-one help with the 
friendly staff at DWF who want to give you a helping hand, and get to know you (and are 
providing a delicious lunch!) 

To book a place please call Heather or Amy on 0161 207 0800. 

 


