Report to Children’s Board – 17 December 2014
MCAF Analysis Data

This data has been gathered from 120 MCAFs, which were selected randomly from assessments started during the 12 month period ending 31 October 2014. There is an even spread of those selected per month and all percentages have been rounded to the nearest common denominator. 

The vast majority of the MCAFs were initiated by practitioners in health and education, the remaining 10% being received from the voluntary sector.
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Most MCAFs had two (36%) or three (25%) presenting needs identified. 16% had one presenting need and a further 15% had four presenting needs.  A smaller number (8%) had five presenting needs.
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53% of the MCAFs involved Team Around the Child Meetings, whilst a further 22% used a single agency response to address the identified needs.  It is not known which approach has been adopted for the remaining 30 registered MCAFs, which demonstrates that, although Early Help activity is ongoing, agencies do not always register this information centrally.  This is an issue that is being explored further through the current review of the MCAF.
Themes of Presenting Needs
The following graph shows the themes of presenting needs which recurred across the 120 MCAFs analysed.
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· There is a clear link between behaviour issues and delayed development;  23% (27) of MCAFs identified both these presenting needs under the overall themes of learning and development

· There is a clear lack of referral around parent mental health despite it being a significant presenting need identified in MCAFs; of the 16% (19) that identified parent mental health as a presenting need only (6) 32 % made a  service offer or referral to address this need, with 58% (11) making no referral or service offer. 

· Child mental health referrals were more positive; all but one, 93% of MCAFs that identified this as a presenting need made a referral to or involved child mental health service provisions as part of the assessment. 

· Financial issues as a presenting need; of the 13 % (16) that identified this as a need 81% (13) made no service offer or referral to address this need, with only 19% (3) making a service offer or referral to address this need. 

· There is a clear link between financial and housing issues as presenting needs; 56% (9) of MCAFs that identified financial issues (16) as a presenting need also identified housing as a presenting need 

