
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Press Release – 24th November 2017

	Skill Givers given Sport England funding to help local volunteers make a real difference in their community



Skill Givers in Manchester and Salford has been given £117,000 National Lottery funding from Sport England to help local volunteers make a positive contribution to their community using sport and activity.

Sport England’s ‘Opportunity Fund’ aims to encourage people to volunteer to help tackle challenges their communities face. Projects are being funded in areas that may experience economic disadvantage, ranging from inner-city areas with high levels of crime and social exclusion, to remote rural areas with few services. Through getting involved, the volunteers will also benefit by developing their own skills and confidence, and experience improved wellbeing.

The Skill Givers project will operate in Manchester and Salford and will link voluntary, community and social enterprise (VCSE) groups who deliver physical/sport activities with local businesses. The project will enable employees within these business to effectively engage with the VCSE groups and donate their valuable skills and experience to help them to grow and prosper.

The project will specifically prioritise the 8 most deprived areas of Manchester and East Salford.

As a result of a three year investment from Sport England an Employer Supported Volunteering (ESV) IT platform will be developed and launched that will make it easier for:
- People for who time to volunteer is a barrier to beneficially engage in volunteering
- VCSE physical activity/sport groups to recruit volunteers for backroom (nonsporting) activity where there are often skills gaps
- VCSE physical activity/sport groups to identify areas of weakness/requiring development and through targeted recruitment bring in people with the skills to address these
- Businesses to record, measure and evidence their CSR contribution
- Businesses to improve their employees morale, motivations and skills

The project will be managed and delivered through the partnership of Macc and Salford CVS and will commence in early 2018.

Macc (active in Manchester since 1981) bring expertise in managing Volunteer Centre Manchester and providing capacity building support to VCSE groups. 5901 groups are currently registered with Macc.

Salford CVS (active in Salford since 1973) bring expertise in managing Volunteer Centre Salford and offering capacity building support to Salford’s 1513 VCSE organisations.


Sport England’s Director of Sport, Phil Smith, said: 
“When people volunteer in sport and physical activity there is a dual benefit – volunteers help others in their communities get active, as well as benefitting themselves. Volunteering can do wonders for job and career prospects, mental health and making friends.  

“That’s why volunteering sits at the heart of Sport England’s new strategy, Towards an active nation. We’re delighted to be helping Skill Givers enable more volunteers to be the catalysts for change in their neighbourhood.
 
“It’s one of 32 projects in which Sport England is investing over £4 million to support volunteering projects and opportunities between now and 2021. These projects will test various different approaches, with the ultimate aim being a larger number and more diverse volunteers. We are targeting people who are currently less likely to volunteer in sport, such as women, disabled people, people from BAME groups and people on a low income.”

 
Notes to Editors

For more details about the project, please contact Jack Puller on Tel: 0161 834 9823 or Email: jack@macc.org.uk

About Macc
Macc is the organisation which supports the voluntary, community and social enterprise sector in the city of Manchester. We are a civic foundation which works to encourage, support and develop groups and individuals to have a real influence over the places and communities in which they live.
Company Limited by Guarantee: 7788593 Registered Charity: 1145921
http://www.macc.org.uk/

About Salford CVS
Salford CVS are the city-wide infrastructure organisation for the voluntary, community and social enterprise sector in Salford. We provide specialist information, advice, development support and opportunities for influence and collaboration across the sector. Our vision is to create a robust voluntary, community and social enterprise sector that meets the diverse needs and aspirations of the people of Salford and ultimately we aim to make a difference in Salford.
Company Limited by Guarantee: 1948293 Registered Charity: 519361
https://www.salfordcvs.co.uk/

About Sport England 
Sport England is a public body and invests more than £300 million National Lottery and government money each year in projects and programmes that help people get active and play sport. It wants everyone in England, regardless of age, background, or level of ability, to feel able to engage in sport and physical activity. That’s why a lot of its work is specifically focused on helping people who do no, or very little, physical activity and groups who are typically less active - like women, disabled people and people on lower incomes.

For more information on Sport England’s volunteering strategy please visit:
https://www.sportengland.org/media/11323/volunteering-in-an-active-nation-final.pdf
Contact Sport England at: media.team@sportengland.org 
020 7273 1593 / 020 7273 1800
3rd Floor, Victoria House, Bloomsbury Square, London WC1B 4SE
E: mediateam@sportengland.org  W: www.sportengland.org
T: 020 7253 1500  F: 020 7383 5740 




