Taken from the MACC website: www.macc.org.uk/macc/cwdsafeguarding.php

4. Safeguarding
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Working Together to Safeguard Children: A guide to inter-agency working to safeguard and promote the welfare of children

Working Together is a document that sets out how organisations and individuals should work together to safeguard and promote the welfare of children and young people in accordance with the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004. It is important that all practitioners working to safeguard children and young people understand fully their responsibilities and duties as set out in primary legislation and associated regulations and guidance.

For all organisations who work with children and young people it is advisable to look at the working together guidance and use it to inform your practice. To download a copy follow this link:

Click here to download the guide from the Department of Education


What is safeguarding?

Safeguarding is about more than child protection. Child protection is specifically about protecting children and young people from suspected abuse and neglect. Safeguarding is much wider than child protection. It includes everything an organisation can do to keep children and young people safe, including minimising the risk of harm and accidents and taking action to tackle safety concerns.

Below is an information sheet from Children England that discusses the importance of safeguarding for your organisation.
 
Click here to dowload the information sheet from Children England


How to develop your safeguarding policy

Safe network have put together a range of materials that will help your organisation develop your safeguarding policy.

Are they safe? Guides

· Part A: introduction - the information in part A will help you get the essentials in place to keep children safe within your community organisation
· Guide Part B: plan of action - in part B you will find exercises and checklists, policy templates and advice on how to employ the right people.

· Part C: Information, resources and publications

These documents can be found on the Manchester Community Central website here: www.manchestercommunitycentral.org/managing_risk. 

What to do if you suspect a child is being abused

This document provides best practice guidance for those who work with children in order to safeguard their welfare. It also contains an appendix to help practitioners with the legal issues affecting the sharing of information.
The guidance also provides general information for anyone whose work brings them into contact with children and families, focusing particularly on those who work in social care, health, education and criminal justice services.

Addressing issues affecting each of these target audiences, the document outlines the following:

· What you should do if you have concerns about a child's welfare

· What will happen once you have informed someone about those concerns

· What further contribution you may be asked or expected to make to the processes of assessment, planning, working with children, and reviewing that work.

The guidance is accompanied with flowcharts following the procedure from referral, initial assessment, emergency action that might need to be taken, through to what happens after a strategy discussion and child protection review conference.

References to the relevant government guidance on safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children are also provided. A summary of the document is also available above.

Click here to download a copy of this guide from the Department of Education
Manchester Safeguarding Children’s Board

The Manchester Safeguarding Children Board was established in 2006 following the publication of Working Together to Safeguard Children 2006 and replaced the Area Child Protection Committee (ACPC). The remit of the ACPC was expanded to include the wider area of safeguarding as oppose to statutory child protection.

The Board is made up of key partner organisations which include Statutory and Community, Voluntary and Faith organisations which agrees a business plan to lead on the Stay Safe outcome for Children.

The Board established itself and set about identifying its aims and objectives through the development of serveral subgroups, each developing its main areas of work and key priorities to compliment and support the main priorities of the board. More detail in structure section.

For information on Manchester’s Safeguarding Children’s Board including sections for children and young people, professionals, parents and carers and children’s trust arrangements please visit: www.manchesterscb.org.uk. 
