
It can be a little harder to get involved in 
volunteering if you are under 18 because
not all opportunities may be available to you. 

However there is no denying that
young people add value to the work of various 
charities...

Top Tips...
What to consider before 
you start volunteering...

From Volunteer Centre Manchester



We define volunteering as any activity that involves spending time, 
unpaid, doing something that aims to benefit the environment or 
someone (individuals or groups) other than, or in addition to, close 
relatives. Central to this definition is the fact that volunteering must be a 
choice freely made by each individual.

People choose to volunteer for a variety of reasons. For some it offers 
the chance to give something back to the community or make a 
difference to the people around them. For others it provides an 
opportunity to develop new skills or build on existing experience and 
knowledge. Regardless of the motivation, what unites them all is that 
they find it both challenging and rewarding.

Here's some things to consider before you start volunteering...

...Let's take a look!

What is Volunteering?

Why Volunteer?



“Volunteering is unpaid...
...volunteers should want to volunteer,
if they don't want to do it, it isn't good

for the organisation...
...or the volunteer!”.

“Be open to sharing ideas and
working with others...”.

“If its not going as you wanted 
or expected, say something!...

...if you just stop turning 
up nothing will change”.

“Be CREATIVE!...
...it can really make a difference
to the organisations and groups

you're supporting!”.

“Know the organisation you 
would like to support...
...Do you identify with 

their work/goals?
Do you want to 

contribute to this?”.

“Make sure you are provided with 
a clear role description...

...policies and procedures also show 
how an organisation is committed 

to making volunteering a 
worthwhile experience”.

Top Tips/Words of Wisdom from
some of our Volunteers... “Show an ability to get on 

with Staff and Volunteers...
...and members of the public!”.

“Take pride in your own work...
...with precision, pride and an attention

to detail!”.

Top Tips for 
Volunteering...
...from VCM!

“If you have never volunteered before 
you might want to apply for short term 

roles or one off events in the first 
instance, to make sure volunteering is 

something you want to do!”

“Have a good think about exactly 
how much time you can commit to 

volunteering, it can be easily 
overlooked”.

“Think outside the box and try new 
things if you can. You never know, 

you might just find a new interest or 
hobby whilst gaining new skills”.

“Have a good think about exactly 
how much time you can commit to 

volunteering, it can be easily 
overlooked”.

“Consider volunteering with friends 
or family. It’s a great way of bringing 

you closer together while doing 
something great!”

“Virtual volunteering, yes there is 
such a thing. Social media and 

technology related opportunities are 
available too, so you can volunteer 

from home should you prefer!”

“Research the organisations you want to 
get involved with beforehand, to make 

sure their causes and ethics match your 
beliefs and the issues that are important 

to you”..

“If you are not enjoying a volunteering 
opportunity it is perfectly acceptable to 
move on to new opportunities. It is good 
practice to be upfront and honest with 
the organisation and let them know”.

“If you have never volunteered before 
you might want to apply for short term 

roles or one off events in the first 
instance, to make sure volunteering is 

something you want to do!”

“Think about why you want to volunteer. 
It will make it easier for you to choose 

the right opportunities if you know what 
you aim to get out of it”.

“Identify the skills that 
you have to offer”.



Volunteer Centre Manchester is part of 
Macc. Macc is a registered charity  in 
England and Wales no. 1145921 and a 
company limited by guarantee no. 
7788593

For more information:

Visit:  www.volunteercentremanchester.co.uk

E-mail:  info@volunteercentremanchester.co.uk

Phone:  0161 830 4770

Need help?

http://www.volunteercentremanchester.co.uk/
mailto:info@volunteercentremanchester.co.uk
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