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Background

Every year, on 1 December, communities across the world mark World AIDS Day. In Greater Manchester, the Manchester World AIDS Day Partnership coordinates activities which include awareness-raising activities and events, including a candlelit procession and vigil on 1 December.
This year we are using the theme “Manchester’s Positive” because:
· People living with HIV can now live full, healthy lives if they get the right treatment – Manchester is positive about ensuring that people living with HIV have access to the right services and treatment

· Early testing is key to ensuring that people living with HIV can minimise its impact – Manchester is positive about easily-accessible, stigma-free testing of HIV

· Infection risk is minimised through safer sex – Manchester is positive about safer sex 

· By raising awareness about HIV and the steps people can take to avoid infection we can reduce HIV levels – Manchester is positive about an HIV-free world

· People living with HIV still face stigma – Manchester is positive about people living with HIV and stand together against discrimination and hatred

We need your help

We’d really appreciate it if you could use your social media and internal communications channels to publicise World AIDS Day in Greater Manchester. We have put together this pack to help you do this, but please don’t hesitate to contact us if you require artwork in different formats – for example buttons or banners for your internet and intranet sites. If you have any free-to-use channels, such as digital screens at your offices, please let us know.
Please like and follow!

The Manchester World AIDS Day partnership is on both Facebook and Twitter. Please like and follow us at:
· @McrWorldAIDSDay on Twitter
· facebook.com/McrWorldAIDSDay
And if our accounts could benefit from following yours – let us know so we can connect.

Suggested social media messaging
Please consider using these messages, or any of your own, in the run-up to World AIDS Day 2015. We’ve also attached a range of images you can use with the posts

Twitter
We’re positive about people living with HIV in Gtr Manchester #PositiveMCR #WAD2015. Follow @McrWorldAIDSDay to show your support

On #WAD2015 support people living with HIV by joining the Manchester procession and vigil on Dec 1. #PositiveMCR  [please use “WAD vigil invite.jpg” with this message]
Early HIV diagnosis is key to living a full, healthy life. Get tested! Follow @McrWorldAIDSDay for info #PositiveMCR

Many people don’t know their HIV status. Get tested! For more info follow @McrWorldAIDSDay #PostiveMCR

People living with HIV still face stigma and hatred. On #WAD2015 show your support + follow @McrWorldAIDSDay #PositiveMCR
Facebook

On World AIDS Day, join the beautiful candlelit procession and vigil to show your support for people living with HIV in Greater Manchester. The procession and vigil take place on Tuesday 1 December from 6.45pm. #PositiveMCR https://www.facebook.com/events/1629017730698798/
Many people don’t know their HIV status. Early diagnosis is key to living a full, healthy life so get tested! #PositiveMCR Find out more at the Manchester World AIDS Day page: https://www.facebook.com/McrWorldAIDSDay/
People living with HIV still face stigma and discrimination. Here in Greater Manchester we are positive about people living with HIV #PositiveMCR. Show your support by liking: https://www.facebook.com/McrWorldAIDSDay/ 

Contact details
If you need anything more, please contact smyth.harper@gmpcc.org.uk.

Thanks for your support!
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